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Synopsis

Explains the basics of political science A Political Science: An Introduction, 13/e, provides a
comprehensive and jargon-free introduction to the fielda ™s basic concepts and themes. It draws
examples from the U.S. and other countries to introduce the entire field of political science to new
readers. The authors stress how exciting politics can be, balancing practical and theoretical
knowledge. A MyPoliSciLab is an integral part of the Roskin/Cord/Medeiros/Jones program.
Activities and videos help readers engage in the material and retain its main points. Readers can
watch videos that explore the key topics of politics and participate in simulations that allow them to
experience politics firsthand. Assessment in MyPoliSciLab helps gauge readersa ™ progress. A
Note: MyPoliSciLab does not come automatically packaged with this text.A To purchase
MyPoliScilLab, please visit:A www.mypoliscilab.com or you can purchase a ValuePack of the text +
MyPoliSciLab (at no additional cost): ValuePack ISBN-10:A A 0205979432/ ValuePack

ISBN-13:A 9780205979431 A 0205979432 / 9780205979431 Political Science: An Introduction
Plus NEW MyPolisciLab with Pearson eText-- Access Card Package Package consists of:A A A
0205949975 / 9780205949977 NEW MyPoliSciLab with Pearson eText -- Valuepack Access Card

0205978002 / 9780205978007 Political Science: An Introduction

Book Information

Paperback: 360 pages

Publisher: Pearson; 13 edition (October 20, 2013)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0205978002

ISBN-13: 978-0205978007

Product Dimensions: 7.9 x 0.7 x 9.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds

Average Customer Review: 3.7 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (66 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #48,968 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #19 inA Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Politics & Government > Political Science > Reference #314 inA Books > Textbooks >
Social Sciences > Political Science #348 inA Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Politics &

Government > Political Science > History & Theory

Customer Reviews

Roskin explains the political system in very simple, brief, and direct terms. Short chapters, easy

concepts to understand and grasp, and an overall good examination into the political systems of the



U.S. and other nations. It is a good book for introduction/lower division political science classes.

This paperback book is lightweight and condensed with lots of easy to read study information. Each
chapter is clear, thorough and well formatted with key reference terms identified and referenced. |
thought this book might be boring but on the contrary, it has been very interesting with lots of history
noted within the study of politics. Although | didn’t have a choice in my book purchase as this was
for a class, | feel this book could be read, understood and enjoyed by individuals reading for

pleasure and knowledge.

This book’s author comes off through its pages as a newly-graduated socialist who loves the
ideology but doesn’t want to be branded with its title so he calls himself an independent and attacks
anyone who disagrees with his "universal truth."l like studying political science, but | never act as
though whatever | believe is without flaws, much like the author of this book does. Then again, it's
difficult to understand what the author’s point was in writing the book, as most of it plays out as a
disjointed and frustrating text by someone who is struggling with repressed ideological
alignments.When the book starts it discusses the percolating up and down models, where either
society is a reflection of the state or vice versa. While our good author mentions this, he never really
explains what position the book takes, so when | did an online quiz for the chapter it puzzled me
considerably. Then it drowns on about different social theories in a very eloquent style that looks
good until you realize it doesn’t help for study and fails to convey anything meaningful that the
author is thinking. One might argue that this was used to eliminate bias, but it undermines firm study
points and makes the author look like a man for all seasons without saying anything worthwhile
about his beliefs.At the end, the text comes off as a convoluted mesh of partisanship and pseudo
science that made me waste time when completing assignments in a class that could have been
more enjoyable. | would have much preferred an unabashed socialist(or whichever ideology the
author is) text that makes me think based upon that opinion, thus allowing for compelling arguments
and workable exam study.Not recommended to students at all. Even if you love the author’s
viewpoints (which are impossible to find in the text), you will discover that it is a painfully long and

boring ride for an introductory book.

| was really looking forward to this class in college. But after reading 6 chapters or so, the author is
totally biased. The concept of nationalism bleeds through all the author’s information. So, what

starts to happen, is the United States seems to be the best of the best; we are at the top of every



"good" list; for example, the author suggests the highest levels of freedoms exist in the United
States---which is obviously wrong, as we are not the freest. So beware. | recommend

supplementing this with another book or lecture series.Eddie S. Jackson|...]

My professor’s intent when requiring this book was finding a text with numerous points that could be
debated and refuted.This book lives up to that expectation in that it contains a very irritating level of
bias, and was clearly written with a political message in mind.l would not recommend this text to

other students seeking a relatively unbiased political science introductory text.

Poor quality overall. Not worth the price. The author is extremely biased for most part of it.
Textbooks should not include the author’s opinions on issues. It also isn’t thorough not
interesting.The pages fell apart (which has never happened to any of my books or textbooks). | do

not recommend it.

First off, to be honest, | am not sure if the text is biased or not. | do recall a section where he states
that the Republican Party is the party for rich white males and the Democrats are the "everyone
else" category. He seems to insult both with fervor. As far as content and layout, the book is not
great, and is downright confusing at times. The author mixes in gross generalizations and his own
opinion into fact and tries to pass it off as such. He makes sarcastic comments such as posted by
another reviewer about needing terrorist attacks and such to ignite interest in politics. | mean
honestly, who really says things like that? And we should be learning from this guy? No thank
you.The only "good" parts of this book are the tips on writing papers which are actually helpful.

Ironic that the best parts of the book are not actually about politics at all.

| took a political science class and when | got my initial syllabus this was the book | needed,
however once school started | realized | got the wrong edition. However even though it is the
previous edition | am still in the same chapters as the rest of my class and all of the information is all

there- though some page numbers may be off. Overall this was a great book.
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